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A new record of cotton pygmy goose 

(Nettapus coromandelianus) in Bhutan 

 
The cotton pygmy goose (Nettapus 

coromandelianus Gmelin, 1789) is a dabbling 

duck species found in the wetlands of India, 

Nepal, Bangladesh, and SE Asia (Virk et al. 

2020). The species is listed as a Least Concern 

(IUCN 2020) due to its wide distribution and 

stable population estimated to be 130,000 to 1.1 

million individuals (Wetlands International 

2006). A cotton pygmy goose (Fig. 1) was 

sighted on 17 May 2023 at a sewage pond in 

Gelephu (26.858ْN, 90.493ْE) in the Sarpang 

District, which is located at an altitude of 200 m 

a.s.l in the southern central part of Bhutan. This 

is the first reported occurrence of pygmy goose 

in Bhutan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1: Cotton Pigmy Goose (A) in flight and (B) 

feeding at the sewage pond in Gelephu. 
 

The Sarpang area has broadleaved forests 

connecting it to the landscape of Northern Forest 

Complex-Namdhapha-Royal Manas in the 

eastern Himalayas (Tenzin et al. 2023). Due to 

this intact landscape connectivity, the area serves 

as one of the subtropical birding hotspots in the 

southern central part of Bhutan. According to 

Nidup et al. (2020), a total of 71 waterbird 

species and 169 terrestrial bird species have been 

recorded from this sewage pond habitat, which 

makes it one of the ideal destinations for 

birdwatchers in the district. With this new 

addition, there are now 769 confirmed bird 

species out of 770 species predicted to occur in 

the Himalayan Kingdom of Bhutan. 
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